Refugio County Groundwater Conservation District

Board Meeting Minutes

July 27, 2004

The duly called meeting of the Refugio County Groundwater Conservation District was called to order by President Larry Aduddell at 6:05 pm.  A quorum of board members was present:

President Larry Aduddell


Scott Carter


Vice-President Beverly Fletcher

Gary Wright


Secretary-Treasurer Bob Blaschke

A copy of the meeting minutes for the regular meeting May 25, 2004 was available to each board member.  President Aduddell requested a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ms. Fletcher moved to approve and Mr. Wright seconded.  The motion carried 100%.

Under the agenda item, public comment, there was none.

Regarding agenda item, public hearing on proposed district rules, the following public comments were received.

· Fred Blumberg (GBRA) encouraged the district to consider comments submitted in the July 1st letter addressed to Garrett Engelking.  These were submitted in a constructive spirit.  Mr. Allison responded to each GBRA comment and how each was addressed in the latest set of proposed rules.  

· Mr. Allison suggested to the Board that he also respond to comments submitted by Goliad Sands at this time.  

· Mr. Delbert Cox (Goliad Sands) pointed a correction in Rule 6.1.1 (a) related to drilling permit’s effective period after Board approval.  He also sought clarity on Rule 6.1.2 related to operating permit requirements and requested deletion of language concerning completion of drilling requirements prior to Board issuance of an operating permit.  Mr. Allison agreed and proposed language revised.  Mr. Cox requested the Board to postpone rule adoption to another meeting.

· Greg Bowen (Victoria Advocate) asked whether the Board would set production limits.  Mr. Allison indicated that the technical workgroup was not positioned to make that recommendation at this time.

· Dr. Clark (DM O’Connor) suggested drilling permits data in Rule 6.1.1 (b) be provided in advance, i.e. drilling permit application, as opposed to waiting until completion of a well.  Mr. Allison noted that Rule 6.1.2 well details be moved to 6.1.1 and apply to all permitted wells.  Dr. Clark also requested clarification on “sustaining natural” environmental flows.

· Steve Raabe (SARA) expressed his appreciation for the Board’s consideration of SARA’s comments.  He sought clarification of items in proposed rules that may be considered arbitrary.  Additionally, he cautioned the Board to address them now.

Mr. Allison advised the group/audience that the Board is still collecting data and wants to proceed with rulemaking in an organized manner to provide fair rules to allow protection of the aquifer.

With no further comments, President Aduddell closed the public hearing at 7:25 pm.

At 7:26pm, President Aduddell announced that the Board would convene to executive session for confidential advice with the Board legal counsel.  A certified agenda is attached.

At 7:55pm, the Board reconvened to open meeting.

Regarding district rule adoption, President Aduddell requested a recommendation from Mr. Engelking.  The Board acted on the General Manager’s recommendation to adopt the rules as proposed with minor revisions from the public hearing.  A motion to adopt was made by Mr. Blaschke which was followed by a second by Mr. Carter.  The motion carried 100%.

Concerning the discussion on the regional GAM, Mr. Engelking provided the Board with an update and to expect its release in early September.

On the next agenda item, Mr. Engelking provided general information on a draft drilling permit form.

Dr. Venki Uddameri updated the Board on the work to date on the Area Alliance GAM.

Under the GM report, Mr. Engelking provided a summary of his past activities and attendance at various meetings.

Regarding budget and financial matters, Mr. Engelking provided the monthly financials for May and June 2004.  The ending balances are $130,697.56 (May 31st) and $129,326.13 (June 30th).  There was a motion to accept the financial report as presented by Mr. Carter and a second by Mr. Wright.  The motion carried 100%.

The next meeting was set for September 7th at 6pm.

With no further business, adjournment was at 8:15pm with Mr. Wright’s motion and Ms. Fletcher’s second.  The motion carried 100%.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________                                                    

Robert Blaschke

Secretary-Treasurer
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